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B Squared

 B Squared products are all about supporting pupils with SEN
 We help schools to show the small steps of progress pupils with SEN make
 Reduces teacher workload - identifies next steps, shows progress and supports meaningful 

communication
 Our products are used by around 15,000 schools
 We have over 25 years experience around showing progress for pupils with SEN
 We talk to hundreds of schools every year about their difficulties around assessment, data 

and showing progress for pupils with SEND and help them to solve these problems
 Started work on the Curriculum for Excellence in 2015
 Used by around 100 schools in Scotland 
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Dale Pickles

 Managing Director of B Squared
 Worked in SEND for over 20 years
 Supports schools around assessment, data and 

showing progress for pupils with SEND
 Host of the award winning SENDcast - podcast 

for Special Needs
 Host of the SEND Briefings and training courses 

on our Training for Education CPD website
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The SENDcast was the 
winner in the Publication 

of the Year category in the 
2022 nasen awards



SENDcast – FREE podcast for SEN

 FREE podcast, listen via the website, Spotify, Apple 
Podcasts, Audible, Amazon Music and any other podcast 
app

 New episode every week, with over 180 episodes 
featuring 50 different guests

 Covers a wide range of topics including anxiety, 
emotions, Autism, school avoidance, masking, ADHD, 
behaviour, language, ACC and so much more

 Created to support everyone in schools, parents and 
more

www thesendcast com

Or just search SENDcast in any podcast app
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Overview

 Our journey working with schools in Scotland
 Connecting Steps
 Milestones
 Curriculum for Excellence
 SQA Nationals 1 – 6
 Autism Progress
 Evisense
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History of B Squared in Scotland

Between 2000 and 2010 we produced assessment software and paper assessment 
folders for the old 5 – 14 curriculum, this was used by a number of schools across 

Scotland.

When the Curriculum for Excellence was introduced, there was guidance around how 
schools should assess. Schools stopped using B Squared around this time.

Redburn School in North Lanarkshire purchased our assessment software, Connecting 
Steps in 2015. They were using our content for schools in England as nothing suitable 

was available in Scotland.
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History of B Squared in Scotland

We partnered with Redburn School in 2015 to develop content for the Curriculum For 
Excellence Firpark Secondary School joined the partnership in 2016 to help develop the 

content for the higher levels.

Working with both schools, we incorporated changes due to the release of the 
Benchmarks, Milestones and then the updated Milestones released in 2019.
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History of B Squared in Scotland

We partnered with New Struan, the Scottish Autism school in 2015 to develop
an autism profiling tool – Autism Progress

This was developed alongside Autism Wessex and North East Autism 

It is based on SCERTS, but using clear, simple language
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Connecting Steps
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Connecting Steps

Breaks down the Milestones and the Curriculum for Excellence into smaller steps 

Using the Milestones statements and Benchmarks, you can now track towards achieving 
these skills over a period of time

One learning opportunity may touch on a range of statements across different 
benchmarks or milestones statements
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Connecting Steps
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Connecting Steps
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Connecting Steps
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We have split Early, First, Second and Third for all areas of Literacy, Numeracy (Number 
and Number Processes) and Health & Wellbeing (Food & Health)

Literacy and Numeracy Milestones are added to the bottom of the Curriculum for 
Excellence



Connecting Steps
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We use the Continuum of Engagement, introduced in 2019 by 
Education Scotland for the Milestones to track progress 

towards achieving each skill.

Each school can choose how many steps they want to use

These are used with the Milestones, Curriculum for 
Excellence and SQA Nationals 1 - 6



Connecting Steps
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Evisense
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Linking Evisense to Connecting Steps
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Evisense

The new Evisense has lots of different post types

Evidence
Evidence of learning, capture evidence of attainment and link to skills from our paid for or FREE assessment content
(assessment tracking features require an active Connecting Steps subscription).

Wow Moments
Share those wow moments that happen in school with parents. It could be an award, an event or something that just
happens.

Learning Opportunities
Share opportunities to learn with others. This could be a speech and language therapist sharing with teachers and
parents what they need to give opportunities to practice.

Home school diaries
Share information between school and home for students.
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Product Tour
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You will find samples of our assessment content on the B Squared website
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Dale Pickles – email me for more information or if you want a copy of my slides
dale@bsquared co uk

Book a FREE online meeting using the button below

Podcast - www thesendcast com
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mailto:dale@bsquared.co.uk
http://www.thesendcast.com/
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